


St. Thomas Aquinas Parish Established July 1, 2014 

Joining The Parishes of 
St. Thomas Aquinas (1922-2014) 

& St. Elizabeth Ann Seton (1976-2014) 

ST. THOMAS 
601 Bristol Pike 

Croydon, PA 19021 

 
MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil: 4:30 PM 

Sundays: 9:00 AM (SETON) 

and 11:00 AM (St. Thomas) 

 

Monday-Friday: 8:30 AM 

(Chapel at 126 Walnut Ave.) 

 

Holydays: 8:30 AM, 12 noon 

AND 7:00 PM 

(St. Thomas) 

SETON 
1200 Park Ave. 

Bensalem, PA 19020 

 
PARISH OFFICE 

121 Belmont Ave. 

Croydon, PA 19021 

215-788-2989 

Fax: 215-788-7626 

Email: sta712014@gmail.com 

Website: www.staq.org 

 
CONFESSION 

SCHEDULE 
Saturday: 3:30-4:00 PM  

(St. Thomas) 

Served By: 
Rev. David A. Fernandes, Pastor  

Rev. Michael J. Lonergan, Pastor Emeritus, (Former St. Elizabeth Ann Seton) 

Deacon John J. Gallagher 

MARRIAGES 
By Diocesan policy, a six month advance notice is required to allow sufficient time for the necessary marriage 
paper work and preparation.  Deacons are permitted to witness marriages which are not celebrated during Mass. 
 
BAPTISMS 
First and Third Sundays of the month after 11:00 AM Mass. Attendance at Pre-Jordan class, on the 3rd Tuesday 
each month at 7:30PM, in the Cares Meeting Room (enter by rear door) at 121 Belmont Avenue, is a requirement. 
You must pre-register by calling the Parish Office at (215)788-2989. 
 
PARISH MEMBERSHIP 
In order to receive the Sacraments of Baptism, First Communion, Confirmation and Matrimony, and/or to receive a 
Letter of Eligibility to be a Godparent or Sponsor it is necessary for you to be registered in our parish and practice 
the Catholic Faith. Contact the Parish Office as soon as you move into our parish to schedule a registration  
meeting. Please call the Parish Office if you move, or change your address or phone number. 
 
PARISH DEVOTIONS 
Miraculous Medal Novena: Saturdays after 9:00 AM Mass (Chapel) 
Rosary: Weekdays before 8:30 AM Mass (Chapel) and Sundays before each Mass 
Christian Prayer: Monday-Saturday before 8:30 AM Mass 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: Mondays 9:00 AM -3:30PM with Benediction at 3:30 PM (Chapel)  
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Monday  December 5, 2016  
  8:30 AM     Edward Clancy req by Carol Genco 

 
Tuesday December 6, 2016  
  8:30 AM     Warren McArthur req by Gen Morrin 

 
Wednesday December 7, 2016  
  8:30 AM     Joan Carmody req by Tom 

 
Thursday December 8, 2016 
                        Immaculate Conception 
  8:30 AM     Bernice & Frank Woodward req by Mary 
12:00 PM     Margaret Johnson req by Betty & Ray Haag 
  7:00 PM     Bernard McShea req by Gallagher Family 
 
Friday  December 9, 2016  
  8:30 AM     Bernard McShea req by Linda Shull 

 
Saturday December 10, 2016  
  4:30 PM     Karen Hunter req by Josh & Mary Prior 
 
Sunday  December 11, 2016 
  9:00 AM     Celso Hao req by Cherry Del Puerto 
11:00 AM     Jennie Rudzinski req by Carol Rodriguez & Fam 
 
 

Weekend Offerings 
 

    11/19     4:30 PM  $2,520.00 
    11/20     9:00 AM  $1,429.00 
    11/20    11:00 AM  $1,655.00 
    Mail Ins    $   755.00 
    Debt Reduction   $   236.00 
    Winter Maintenance   $     25.00 
    Other Collections (Parish)   $     20.00 
    Other Collections (Archdiocese)  $       0.00 
    Candles    $     41.00 
    Poor Box    $     30.00 

  

TOTAL for Parish for November 20, 2016  $6,711.00 
TOTAL for Other Collections (Archdiocesan) $0.00 

 

Thank you for your generosity.  
May the Lord bless you. 

 

Lectors 
 

December 8, 2016 
     8:30 AM     A Ditzler & E Callery 
 12:00 PM     P DeMichele & C Ryan 
   7:00 PM     J Berna & R Fallon 
 

December 10, 2016 
     4:30 PM     S Aykit & J Brogan 
  

December 11, 2016 
   9:00 AM     S Colvin & C Del Puerto 
   11:00 AM     M Kelly & R Kelly 
 

Extraordinary Ministers 
 

December 8, 2016 
     8:30 AM     M Bosco 
 12:00 PM     R Powers 
   7:00 PM     E Brown & R Brown  
 

December 10, 2016 
     4:30 PM     J Wallover & J Berna 
 

December 11, 2016 
   9:00 AM     B Daubert & B Gutherman 
 11:00 AM     M Kelly & R Kelly 

 

Altar Servers 
 

December 8, 2016 
       7:00 PM     Erin Moyer, Kelly Moyer,  
   Bailey McCormick 
 

December 10, 2016 
       4:30 PM    Lawrence Gabriel, Chastity Gabriel, 
  MaryRose Okwara 
 

December 11, 2016 
      11:00 AM    Caleigh Brogan, Meghan Brogan, 
   Juliana Ricci 
 
 

Sunday Scriptures December 11, 2016 
  

      Reading I: Isaiah 35:1-6a, 10 (7A) 
      Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10 

      Reading II:  James 5:7-10 
      Gospel:  Matthew 11:2-11 

December 4, 2016 
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Remember  In  Your  Prayers 

 

Our men and women in the military: 
Many of our parishioners have family members serving in  
dangerous assignments around the world.  Please keep  
them in your prayers. 

 
Our  Sick:  Helen Amato, Ynes Bruno, Stephanie Burris, 

Bill Campanelli, Joe Cochran, Florence Colantuono,  
Dolores DeBeaumont, Linda DeLuccia, George Doran Jr., 
Dolores Doran, Richard Fieramosca, Marcella Ghost,  
John Gilbert, Barbara Golden, Joseph Hailstone, Jean  
Hennessey, Gail Kotlarek, Ruth Lang, Duncan Lewis,  
David Lovett, Noden Masisak, Margaret McGrory, Dawn 
Marie Rogers, Jimmy Simon, Nicholas Simon, Amanda 
Tees, John Tobar, Andres Torres, Jermaine Williams,  
Denise Wilson, Elaine Wilson, Eleanor Winstanley, Erin 
Wright, Robert Wyatt, Cynthia Zeller and all their relatives 
and friends. 

 
Our Deceased:  Connie Pessano and all the deceased 

members of our parish and their relatives and friends. 

 
 
 

Memorial Fund….. 
 

We would like to thank Mark C Flannery for his 
donation In Memory of Margaret Flannery. 
 
 
 
 

Confessions During Advent 
 

Saturday Confessions 
3:30 PM—4:00 PM 

 

Wednesday Evenings 
7:00 PM—7:30 PM 

 

Examination of the Conscience 
 

In an examination of conscience, before the Sacrament 
of Penance, each individual should ask himself these 
questions in particular: 
 

1.  What is my attitude to the Sacrament of Penance? 
Do I sincerely want to be set free from sin, to turn again 
to God, to begin a new life, and to enter into a deeper 
friendship with God? Or do I look on it as a burden, to 
be undertaken as seldom as possible? 
 

2.  Did I forget to mention, or deliberately conceal, any 
grave sins in past confessions? 
 

3.  Did I perform the penance I was given?  Did I make 
reparation for any injury to others?  Have I tried to put 
into practice my resolution to lead a better life in    
keeping with the Gospel? 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Examination of the Conscience 
 

The Lord says “You shall love the Lord your God 
with your whole heart.” 
 

1.  Is my heart set on God, so that I really love him above all 
things and am faithful to his commandments, as a son loves 
his father? Or am I more concerned about the things of this 
world?  Have I a right intention in what I do? 
 

2.  God spoke to us in his Son. Is my faith in God firm and 
secure? Am I wholehearted in accepting the Church’s   
teaching? Have I been careful to grow in my understanding 
of the faith, to hear God’s word, to listen to instructions on 
faith, to avoid dangers to faith? Have I been always strong 
and fearless in professing my faith in God and the Church? 
Have I been willing to be known as a Christian in private and 
public life? 
 

3.  Have I prayed morning and evening? When I pray, do I 
really raise my mind and heart to God or is it a matter of 
words only?  Do I offer God my difficulties, my joys, and my 
sorrows? Do I turn to God in time of temptation? 
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Please plan on joining us on Sunday, December 11th 
for our Church Breakfast in Father Crehan Hall from 
8:00 AM to 11:30 AM. Cost is $5.00 per person 
 
The STA Conference of St Vincent de Paul Society 
will hold their next meeting on Wednesday, December 
14th at 7:00 PM in Father Crehan Hall.  For  
information, please call (267) 554-7109. 

 
 

The Seton Hall Seniors  
will be sponsoring the following trips for 2016: 

American Music Theater   Dec 15 
  Christmas Show (Lunch) 

 For further information, please contact Jack Kelly at  
(215) 639-8708 or Joyce Lenahan (215) 826-9126 

 
 

St Thomas Aquinas Youth Group Pray and Play on 
Sunday, December 18, 2016, 5:00 PM to 8:00 PM.  
Students in grades 6th-9th attend Mass, enjoy a pizza 
dinner, game night and service projects.  For  
information, please email Rebecca Gutherman at 
rgutherman@msjacad.org. 
 
The Sunday Church Social will be held on Sunday, 
December 18th at 12 Noon in the Church Hall. If you 
would like to donate baked goods, you may drop them 
off at the Parish Office during normal business hours or 
contact Connie Lombardo at (215) 781-2318. 
 
The next Pre-Jordan Class will be held on Tuesday, 
December 20th at 7:30 PM in the Parish Meeting 
Room. Parents and Godparents must attend. For  
questions or to confirm your attendance, please contact 
the Parish Office at (215) 788-2989. 
 
Separated/Divorced Support Group will meet on 
Wednesday, December 21st at 7:00 PM in Father 
Crehan Hall.  For more information, contact Peg Duffy 
at (215) 788-1947. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The STA Christmas Committee has begun its advice of 
service to our parish families. Let’s work together to make 
this the best “Giving Tree” ever!! The “Giving Tree” will be 
available for all parishioners to take an ornament (or two) 
beginning November 5th. Please help us make another 
family’s Christmas brighter, especially the children. Gift 
Cards may be placed in the baskets or dropped off at the 
Parish Office. If you know of a family or someone who is in 
need of some help this holiday, please put their name and 
telephone in a sealed envelope, label it “Christmas  
Confidential” and place it in the collection basket or drop it 
off at the Parish Office. Our parish families will be our first  
consideration. For additional information contact the Parish 
Office at (215) 788-2989. All calls are confidential. 
 

St Thomas Aquinas Prayer Shawl Ministry is a  
combination of prayers and knitting for the ministry of 
others. We strive to bring God’s love to folks in need, 
through the comfort and warmth of our handmade 
shawls. Our next meeting will be on Monday,  
December 5, 2016 at 7:00 PM in the Parish Meeting 
Room. If you cannot attend but would like to make 
shawls for our ministry, please contact Eileen Brown  
at (215) 785-6132. 
 

The Knights of Columbus #4765 will hold their  
General Membership Meeting on Tuesday,  
December 6, 2016 at 7:30 PM in Father Crehan Hall. 
Contact Russ Andrews at (215) 205-9577 for  
information. 
 
Christmas is quickly approaching! We will soon be having 
our 3rd Annual Parish Christmas Dinner. This year’s 
event will be held on December 10, 2016 from 5:00 PM to 
9:00 PM in Father Crehan Hall. We are in need of  
donations, remember, we are feeding the multitudes! We 
could use hams and turkeys, as well as, baked goods for 
dinner. We also need volunteers on Friday, December 9th 
and Saturday, December 10th to help with the preparation 
of the food. If you can peel potatoes, wash dishes, or cook 
a turkey at your home, we can use your help! Please  
contact Mark Kolesar at (215) 208-2997. 
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St Raphael Assembly is holding a Calendar Lottery for 
2017. Tickets with a 3 digit number are being sold for $25.00 
each and are good for all 365 days of 2017 (1/1/17 through 
12/31/17). Each night the PA Daily Lottery drawing will be 
used to determine the winner for that day. Payout is as  
follows: 
 Each time your number is drawn you will receive $30.00 

(there is no limit to the number of times you can win). 
 If your number is drawn on: New Year’s Day, Easter 

Sunday or Independence Day you will receive $50.00. 
 If your number is drawn on Thanksgiving Day, you will 

receive $150.00. 
 If your number is drawn on Christmas Day, you will   

receive $300.00. 
These are great inexpensive gifts, stocking stuffers,  
Pollyanna gifts, etc. Checks to the winners will be mailed 
every Friday. Proceeds go the St Raphael Assembly Color 
Corps for uniforms and the start of the St Raphael Assembly 
Scholarship Fund. For tickets or additional information please 
call Jim Berna at (215) 788-7004. 

 
 
St Frances Cabrini is proud to host a Parish Retreat.  All are 
welcome to join us December 4th to 7th for “A Time of 
Grace”  with Augustinian Father Michael Sullivan from  
Villanova University. Father Sullivan will be speaking each 
evening on aspects of our faith while adding a bit of humor 
and fun to the retreat. “A Time of Grace” focuses on the  
power of the spirit, forgiveness, commitment and community. 
The talks will be at 7:00 PM Sunday through Wednesday in 
our Church located at 325 S. Oxford Valley Road in Fairless 
Hills. Please join us for this wonderful retreat. 
 
 
Father Judge Annual Christmas Sale will be held on 
Wednesday, December 7th from 6:00 PM to 9:00 PM in the 
school cafeteria. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

A Message from the St Vincent de Paul Society 
 

In today’s Gospel, John the Baptist urges us to 
“Prepare the way of the Lord.” This is what Advent is all 
about, for we are called to help prepare the way of the 
Lord by making the real meaning of Christmas come 
alive in our own hearts, in our family and to reach out to 
those in need. 
Is there a family you know who needs assistance? 

Please call the Society of St Vincent de Paul  
so that together we can help the suffering and poor 

to celebrate Christmas. 
 
 
 

Thank you… 
 

To Father David and Deacon John for celebrating the 
Memorial Mass for our deceased family members.   
Also to Roseann Spear, Rich Brown and Ro Fallon, 
whose assistance was invaluable.  And to the Choir  
and the Social Committee for enhancing the Mass. 
 

    Janet Jackson 
 
 

Thank you….. 
 

To Rich Brown, Mike Embrico and Harry & Gerry 
McQuire for their assistance with exchanging the  
missals.  Your help was outstanding. 
 

    Janet Jackson 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to the following high school  

students who received honors for the First Quarter  
Report: 
 

Father Judge:  Thomas Beaudet (First Honors) 
 

Archbishop Ryan:  Alexa Knellinger (First Honors), 
     Kierstin Knellinger (Second Honors) and 
     Annette Rama (Second Honors) 
 

St Hubert:  Amber Linder (Second Honors) 
 
 


